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1922-1923
poland's position vis-d-vis the neighbouring States in the begin-
ning of 1922 was described by Skirmunt, Foreign Minister, in a
statement to the Press :
The way which opens before Poland at the opening of the New Year
is bright with sunshine. Good relations exist between her and all her
neighbours. The Polish-Czechoslovak rapprochement is a guarantee of
the peace of Central Europe. I have not lost hope that Polish-Lithuanian
relations will end likewise in a rapprochement—which is the desire of the
whole Polish nation. It will be the same perhaps with respect to Russia.
The relations which subsist between Poland and France and between
Poland and Rumania are as fraternal as they can be.
In this chain of good things the weakest link was seen in the
reference to Polish-Lithuanian relations. The general election for
a Constituent Seym which Meysztowicz, as head of its Govern-
ment, had ordered for Central Lithuania was held on January 8,
1922, despite the protest of the Lithuanian Government. There
were 106 seats to be filled, and the vote was given to all inhabi-
tants, male and female, 21 years of age, who had been resident in
the country for three years and whatever their nationality. The
election was boycotted by the local Lithuanians and partly by the
Jews of the city of Vilna; the cold was intense and the means of
communication were bad; yet nearly 65 per cent of the possible
voters voted, for of the 387,397 persons on the electoral rolls,
249,325 recorded their votes. In the city of Vilna, notwithstanding
the abstention of the Jewish population, 43,489 votes were cast
out of a possible 79,348, or about 55 per cent. In some of the
country districts 95 per cent of the votes were polled. In all
cases the election proceeded without disturbances or unfortunate
incident—a remarkable tribute to the order that was maintained
by the provisional Government, which put no pressure, as foreign

